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THE SCOURGE OF TERRORISM

One of the greatest dangers focing humankind is
terrorism. Experts describe ferrorism s *an offemp! fo
estobilize democrafic societies and o show that thekr
governments cre impolent.' There cre, it seems, 109
definitions of terrorism and though the word “ferror en-
tered the politice! lexicon curing the French Revolufion's
reign of terror,’ instinchive ferrorism is Cs ©/d Ts history.
ft is ‘on oncient phencmenon moking impoct on con-
tempaorory sociely by using modern fechnalogy.’Access
fo technaoiogy. ovailcbility of money media aftenfion and
growth of fanaficism have made the terrorisis the most
dreadful human species of modem times.

Roymond Aron called it o terrorist oct when “ifs psy-

chological effects cre out of proportion fo ifs purely

physica! result.” A Chinese philosopher put it succinctly:
e h

ten 10.000°, explaining the strategy of

perceied as “a focifitator of the terrorist
process.” Publicity. it is said is the axygen for the ferror-
ist The terrorist wants citention and qudience. They thrive
on “*he wizarary of the theaire * A bus load of school
children. it is pointed out, cre g betfer torget than @
jocd of sokdiers.

Terrorism is war by proxy. It is an inexpensive fype of
warfare. s effects, however, could be demorclizing as
many innocent people get killed. Ffreedom and democ-
rocy are its enemies. At the same time it must be borne
in mind that despotic rule cnd authoritarianism leave
people with no option but to resort to violence. The his-
tory of modern revolutions, including the non-violent
freedom struggle in India, is replefe with instances of
violence ond terrorism in people's fight against cppres-
sive regimes. State terrorism confinues to be a magjor
threat to freedom ond happiness. Among the others
listed as perpetrators of terrorist acts are religious fa-
natics. eschatological cults and hate-filled activists who
want to inflict pain on a large scale. The wegpons af
their disposal are mentioned as : chemical (mast likely),
biological (relatively easy and highly deadiy) and

nuclecr lecst Fely). With genefic fechnoiogy ge™ing
cheaper by the cay, the trvec? of biclogica! ferronsm 5
maost fightening.

Many notions cre spending huge cmoun's i e
fight ogainst terrorism ond ferrorist #vec’s. How much
of money India is spending. directly and increc®y 0
fighting cross-border ferronsm & no! egsy 1o Sssess. in
Jommu and Keshmir glone (ncic muUs? haove sDant over
Rs. 2000 crores in the kost few yeors in fighing e men-
cce. The icst ren years of Pokisfon-sponsared ond I§-
engineered farronism in e Koshmir vaiigy Cousea enar-
mous financicl and psychological siram fo fhe Nahon.
More then 30,000 civiicns end 1000 soigiers hove ios!
their ives cnd kokhs of Koshmin peopie have Deen -
dered homeless The IS spends Rs. S crores every man™
on mercengries and terronsts operating in Koshmir
Greater threat is emanating from Afghonisfan where
there is @ wave of narcomania. Palkisfon and Afghan-
stcn have become breeding grouncs of Norcofemorsm
Ingia must, therefore, be ready fo foce horcer Dames
in the days fo come not anly in Kashmir buf in fhe nor™
eqast and elsewhere.

A number of measures hove been suggested Dy ex-
perts to meel the terrorist menace. Af the giodal levey
two chennels, cmong others, cre ovoiichle 1o nofions
in their figh! against terrorism. One is the Unfed No-
tons against which o quesfion-mark confinues © De
raised cnd the other is diplomatic eTart o medize e
support of nations 1o mcke conaifions unfovowralie fior
terrorist activities. At the nationa! leve! strong politico!
leadership, efficient intelligence nefwork. inCarruptidle
police system and medic and pubiic support are virad
for safeguarding national security cgainst infernal and
cross-border terronism. If is @ chellenge for the enfire
nation.

—The Editor

'\‘ouneed&oescopecthousa\dt‘umsodaya

survive, | need to succeed only once o kill you.* ;
—IRA Terrorist fo Margaret Thoiche«J




‘/ FIGHTING TERRORISM
—Cdr. T. Rajaram
(Indian Navy Ratd)

In the last decade of the 201 Century there was an
gll-oround increase in militant and terrornist activities, par-
ficularly in the Middle East and South Asia. Easy avail-
ability of sophisticated ams, improved communicalions,
coverl suppori received from some nation staies etc,,
pnd growing asserliveness of disgruntled groups end up
In resorting to violence and extortion. It is a bid to force
Governments 1o accede 1o unjustifiable demands un-
der threals of loss 1o life and property. India has been
pretiencing lerrorism, militancy and insurgency in vary-
ing degrees in Kashmir, Punjab, Assam, North East, M.P,
A.P. Bihar, Maharashtra efc. The recent hijacking epi-
sode of the Indian Airlines pione brings info focus the
urgency to review our atfifudes and responses to acts

pl terrorism with a view to tackle it more effectively and
in its totality.

‘ In grder to arrive at effective steps to tackle terror-
ism, l! Is essential lo understand its types/categories and
identify the mofivation behind different acts of terror-
ism.

Categories/Types of Terrorism

(a) Internal : (i) Naxaliles in A.P, M.P, Bihar elc.. (ii)
Bodos in Assam, (jii) LTTE in Sri Lanka.

(b) Cross Border : (i) Kashmiri Militants sponsored by
ISI. Pakistan, (i) IRA in Ireland, (iii) Khalistan activities in
Punjab.

(c) Globallinternational : (i) Bomb attacks on Woria
Trade Centre, New York and on American Embassies in
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, (i) Blowing up of American
Airline Plane over Scotland, (iii) Serial Bomb Blasts in
Bombay, (iv) Air Drop of Arms in Purulia.

Anatomy/Motivation of Terrorism

(a) Revenge/Retaliation/Retribution : (i) Serial Bomb
Blasts of Bombay were in retaliation for demoliticn of Babri
Masjid.

(b) Ethnic/Religious Interests : (i) LTTE in Sri Lanka, (ii)
Muslims in Chechnya, (iii) Muslims/Christians in East Timor
and Moluceas Islands of Indonesia.

(c) Based on Ideology : (i) Naxalites in A.P. M.P, etc.,

(i) Muslim Fundamenialists in Algeria, (iii) IRA in Northern

reland, (iv) Militants in Kashmir.

(d) To Embarass or humiliate a Country/Party in Power:
i) World Trade Centre Attack (By Libya/Egypt Nalionals),

"Unemployment contributes to social exclusion, to
losses of self-reliance, self-confidence and psycho-

logical and physical health.”
—Amartya Sen in Development as Freedom
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" (i) Blowing up of American Airline Plane (By Libyan tqg.

tionals), (i) Bomb Blasts in U.S. Embassies in Nairobi an4
Dar o5 Salaam (By Bin Laden).

Government of U.S.A. was the ullimate target i, tre
cbove 3 cases.

(e) Foreign Supportedjinstigated : (i) Purulia Arms
Drop, (i) Kashmir Militancy, (iii) Insurgency in incia’s Norin
Eastern States.

(f) Mercenaries : (i) Taliban in Kcshm_ir. (ii).Uzbekisian
and Tajikistan Nationals fighling the Taliban in Northern
Alliance Controlled Afghanistan.

Tackling Terrorism

Though the steps lo contain and neutralise terrorism
cannot be generalised for all cases, a broad based ac-
tion code could be listed which is applicable selectively
depending on Ihe Type/Category of the occurrence and
the moftivalion behind it. For any sustained and successiul
terrorist activity, there are three basic essentials viz. Men,
Arms and Training. Tackling terrorism has fo be accorded
lop priorily fo identify and neutralise these three com.
ponentis besides building up national awareness on the
need for vigilance by all cilizens. Briefly, the various as-
pects thal merit considerations are :

(a) Political Will and National awareness : (i) All po-
litical parties should evolve a consensus and avoid
speaking in different voices. Temptation to derive politi-
cal mileage out of a National discomfiture is to be
curbed. (ii) All citizens are fo exercise utmost vigilance
and understand fighting terrorism is not the job of Secu-
rity Forces alone.

(b) Flow of Arms and Funds : (i) Smuggling of Arms &
Ammunition by land, seaq, air to be prevented. A difficuli
lask, given the Porous border with neighbours and long
coast line. But, the Nation will be paying a high cost for
any negligence in this regard. (ii) Remitling of Funds from
abroad to Religious, Educational, Social Service and
other organisations should be subjected o prior scru-
tiny and approval. Hawala fransactions to be prevented.

(c) Check on lilegal Entrants : (i) Prompt deportation of
visitors who are overstaying despite expiry of visas. (i) Po-
litical parties not to consider illegal enfrants as vote banks.
(iii) Strict measures for identifying intemal and extemal Agen-
cies issuing Fake Visas and Pass Ports. Appropriate action
against them has to be prompt and effeclive.

(d) Vigil on militant camps : (i) A strict vigil on Training
Camps within the country and across the border and
disband them. (ii) Suspicious activities in places of wor-
ship and Religious institutions to be periodically checked
to prevent their being used as Training Centres and Arms
Dumps for Militants. (“Operation Blue Star” would not
have been required if the storage of Arms and Rockets
was prevented in the Golden Temple. A clear case of
Intelligence failure).
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(e) Coordination with ofther couniries and agencies:
(i) Joint and coordinated efforts with other countnes,
parficularly US.A., Istael and other Western Naiions fo
keep frack of and nab "Wanted" Terrorists, their move-
ments and activities. (i) Bring pressure on U.N. to coun-
feract lerrorism on a global scale.

(ii Crisis Management: (i) Should be prompt and ef-
icclive. The concemed agencies viz. Crisis Management
Cioup, Nalional Security Agency, Rapid Action Force
cic. should be meeling periodically (even when there
i+ NO ciisis) io review and update the standard operai-
ng procedute lo ensure readiness for instantaneous
acnon

The Government, Political Parties, Security Forces and
ihe: Naition at large are 1o view the rapid rise and spread
of terrorism as a grave threat fo our national safety,
progress and well-being. It has to be handled with seri-
ousness and urgency.

(Summary of a lecture delivered at Cenlre for Policy
Studies on 16-1-2000)

THE FACE OF TERRORISM AND THE AGE OF
VIOLENCE

—Cdr. L. Gomes, AVSM
(Indian Navy Retd)

After the proxy war at Kargil, the hijacking of IC Fit
814 and the bizarre drama that followed, a lot of soul
searching will go on, and we will seek fo make excuses
for ourselves and blame others for our failures. The 20th
century ended on the above two grave International
events which has come under minute scruliny by the
West and much hyped crificism at home. It is now time
for India to do an in-depth examination of conscience
to see what went right and what went wrong, so that,
the fulure is not punished for the mistakes of the past.

Western statistics and world studies on the Anatomy
of Terrorism and the age of increasing violence paini a
very grim picture for the future, which cannot be brushed
aside, or looked upon with skepticism. The threat is real
and lhe predicaments are that the new millennium will
see increasing acts of terrorism and greater acts of vio-
lence. With the world going so Hi Tech in communica-
fion systems and in weaponry, the magnitude of these
acts will be grealer in ferocity and complicity. The most
disconceiting fact in these predicaments is that they
view India in iis preseni political and economic scenario,
the rich land resources, the vast and widely diversified
populalion is the most likely target, perhaps 'The Killing
Fields' for acts of terrorism in the future.

The Kargil War has brought out so clearly the lack of
intelligence on our part, the lack of preparedness, and
ihe lack of swift and decisive action. India will have fo
opzen ifs eyes lo ine ground redliies ot profracted skir-
rnishes in the JK area and impetus of hoslilities by hostile
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neighbours and Islamic Fundamentalisls for their so-
called battle cry 'The Total Liberation Of Kashmir’. The
time has come for India to make some very firm and
clear cut plans and policies to cater for various eventu-
alifies It won't be sutficient for plans 1o be merely drawn
up, bul moie essentiai, lo be constanily updated and
backed by equal preparedness to meet every eveniu-
ality and the threat of changing times. Our army and
our Alj Force have proved lime and again their high
slandard of discipline and fighting spirit. bul the great-
est drawback heie is the lack of decision making be-
tween the politicians and ithe rnilitary.

The hijacking of IC Fit 814 to Kandahar, has once
again breught out the inability on India's part for quick
and rapid decision and action. A hijacked plane does
four landings in four different paris of the worla betcre it
could be stopped and negotialions initiated. Israel was
the prime targel for hijacking in the early sixties and
sevenlies. The hijacking of the Air France plane with 105
Jews on board to Uganda and the rescue operations
by the Istaelis at Entebbe has earmned world acclaim for
its precision planning, and swift and daring action.

Israel from the very onsel made it well known {o the
enlire world over and to terrorist groups, that come what
may, it will never negotiate with the terrorists, irespec-
five of the cosit to human lives - civilian or military. This
firm dictum and political toughness to prevent terrorists
from bargaining has been clearly accepted by the world
over as denying the hijackers tactical success. Because
of their firm and clear planning and high degree of pre-
paredness, there has been no hijacking of any lsraeli
plane for the last two decades.

The hijacking of IC FIt 814 besides the mistakes of
omission or commission, two glaring facts need to be
examined. The media went all out in its coverage giv-
ing greater time to the anguish of the relatives who were
swayed between relief and safe return. The media cer-
tainly overplayed its role bringing pressure on the Gov-
ernment in its decision making. Again at a time like this
of nalional crisis the whole nation should have sicod
solidly together and backed the Govemment whereas
most of the opposition parties took to severe criticisms
of the Government every step of the way. with some
members even threatening to resign. It would do well
for all our parliamentarians and political leaders to know
and accept collective responsibility. The opposition has
a crucial role to play in any democratfic setup. The age
old dictum still holds good, “A democracy without an
opposition has no roots and an opposition without de-
mocracy bears no fruit”.

In 1985 after the hijacking of ihe American TWA flight
to Beirul, President Ronald Reagan after talking tough,
eventually freed 30 prisoners for the release of the air-
craft and the passengers. Many have dubbed India as
a sott state for releasing the three ferrorists in exchange
of the hosiages. There is no doubt thai the release of
the tnree terrorists will have severe repercussions against
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India. Already, Mculana Masood Azhar has come out
and openly declared that he will raise an army of
Mujchideens for the final onslaught on Kashmir. And this
foo. comes when Osama Bin Laden has stated to the
world that India is his first enemy.

The compulsions notwithstanding, the fina! decision
to barter three terorists for the safe retum of 155 pas-
sengers and crew, will be holly debated in the months
to come. The fact that the drama around the Air Bus 300
was played ou! in Taliban controlled Afghanistan has
special significance. India has no diplomatic contact
with the Talibans nor was the West of much use in deal-
ing with them. In fact for Indiq, it was one of the most
difficult assignments in recent times.

India establishing contact with a hostile regime,
and ending up with the safe return of the captain.
crew and passengers, is a significant lesson in diplo-
macy. Apart from showing India as a soft player on
the global stage, the fact that India was dealing with
desperate terrorists, that the Talibans were playing a
parallel role and given the phenomenal odds stacked
against India, the hijacking brought outl the couniry
at its diplomatic best.

(Summary of a Lecture delivered at CPS on 16-1-2000)

OUR DEBT TO MOTHER EARTH—PART |
—Prof. M.N. Sastry

At the outset let us express our gratitude to the Supreme
Almighty for granting us the Unique prospect of sharing
the thrill of the dawn of a new century and millennium.

The generation that has lived in the second half of
this century that is coming to a close had the good for-
tune of walching the exciting developments in science
and technology. They had, though not all of them unfor-
tunately, the opportunity of enjoying the bounties of Na-
ture fo an extent, that could not be conceived by the
earlier generations and perhaps that will not be achiev-
able by the coming generations. In the process, the
present generations have also been guilty of vandalising
the planet to a degree where natural processes are
under threat to the detfriment of life itself which is the
product of an evolutionary process over billions of years.
The entire blame for this state of affairs must be borne
by us the humans, who represent the topmost rung in
the evolutionary process to date.

Earth is the only planet known so far where this evolu-
tionary process could have taken place. It is not there-
fore an exaggeration if we describe this habitat of ours
as a shining jewel with ebullient life in the dark abyss of
space. The solar system in which lhe Earth is one of the
nine planets is part of the Milky way Galaxy which con-
tains about 100 billion stars. This galaxy in turn is just one
of the billions of galaxies that constitute the Universe.
Man with all his technological capabilifies has so far

been able {o prove a minuscule part of the Univere
that may be considered as boundiess.

The Universe by definifion includes everything that is
in existence: the basic ingredients of matier, energy ang .
forces of nature. It is generally cccep:gq by scientisis
that the Universe was created ct_>out 15 biliion years ago
through the epochal event of Big Bank wh_en c:t_ the et
ementary particles, energy and forces all in an ingishn.
guishable form and packed info @ superdense point.
like sphere called the Primaeval Atom with f?fﬂoe»’qfure:
approaching an infinite value, exploded giving birtn 1
the Universe which has been continually evolving sing
then. The author of this great event is undoubtedy the
Supreme Almighty in whatever form we may choose 1o
identify Him. In terms of @ timescale which we can com.-
prehend let us consider this eveni to have occurred gt
0.00 hr, i.e., during the midnight. After the long evoly-
tionary processes, man has appeared at 23 hr. 59 min,
58 seconds, i.e.. 2 million years ago inreal fime scale.
is just during the fraction of second preceding the 24 09
hr. (about a century) that he has vandalised his habitat,
which is presently a matter of great concem.

@ Q

The human species is but one of the millions of spe-
cies that inhabit our planet, receiving sustencnce from
the energy radiated by the Sun. Each of these species
has a role to perform in this global ecosystem. Other-
wise it has no reason to exist; in fact it could not have
survived. That the human species which is at the apex
of the evolutionary pyramid with all his intelligence cnd
capabilities should live in harmony with nature’s ecosys-
tem has been the theme of the preaching of cur ances-
tors. To quote a few of the prayers and precepts:

“Supreme Lord, let there be peace in the sky and

in the atmosphere, peace in the plant world and in
the forests; let the cosmic powers be peaceful.

Let Brahma be peaceful, let there be undiluted and
fulfilling peace everywhere." —Atharva Veca

“Oh Tree, May you develop in a hundred ways.
By your grace, we will also progress in a thousand ways.”
—Rigveda

“Oh, Tree, May the fire be away from you.
May the axe also keep away from you.
Let it rain without gale
May you be happy always
May we also be happy, by your grace.” —Yajurveda

“Do not cut down a tree, do not abuse a river.

Do not harm animals and be always

kind and humane to God's creatures,

even fo your enemies.”  —Abu Baker, First Calich

“Air is the vital force; water the progenitor
ﬂ'_ne vast Earth the Mother of all: Day and
night are the nurses fondling the

Creation in their lap.” —Guru NanckDev |

“The world is green and beautiful, and
God has appointed us His stewards over il.”

:
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“One {village) well is equal to len [domestic) wels
One (village) waler pond is equal 1o fen (wlioge) pells.
Ten waler ponds equal a son, and
Ten sons are equal to one free.”

In centrast, the creation story of Genezsis says

“And God blessed them and God said unlo hem
Be fruitful and mulliply and replenish the Ealn

and subdue it ond have dominion over ine fizn of
the sea and over the fowl of the air and crer cvery
living thing that moveth upon the Earth.”

Could this dogma that God has given ngh prionty
for human needs and desires rather than tc fre rest of
nature. have led to the relentless march of modermn civi-
lization dominate Nature through advances in science
and technology? In this march wnenever Nature got in
the way of what the modem hurnan wanted, it was on
the losing side, leading to the envirorimenial ciis, which
is an abject testimony to the failure of human insight to
predict and prevent the misuse of science ard lechnai-
ogy fo the defriment of the living world or bizsphere.

The human species is a part of twe distisc! and irn-
portant systems - the planet and the vorid. e former is
a permanent systemn which is basicaly independent cf
man cnd his activities. The world is a franient systern,
which is the creation of the human mind. Whie the pianet
and its bicsphere represents a unique syntiesis of com-
plex systems - organic, inorganic, anima and inani-
mate, of which the oceans, land, specie:and ecosys-
tems are integral parts, the worldis the way hurman kind
acts through an expression of imagination and purposes,
characterised by exploration, invention, labour and vio-
lence. Further, unlike the planet which isan integrated
system. the world is not integrated as svidenced by
varied human cultures and perceptiors, though men
all the world over are the same species. [his unigueness
is characteristic only of the human specie. Though physi-
cally they belong fo the Earth, inlellecually they tran-
scend it, becoming oblivious of cther lfe forms on tne
Earth and developing a sense of coenceit fhat “what-
ever they imagine they can one day do.” All the crises
that we face today is a conseguence cf such an ap-
proach by humnan kind and its fature or shall we say
refusal, to predict the ill-effects ¢f its powers. It is time
that the human kind uses the same imaginciive power
to find solutions to these crises.

(To be Continued)

GAUTAM BUDDHA - PARTII
—Shri C. Sivasankaram

One day the king arranged a four of fhe City of
Kapilavastu by the Prince. The City should look gay, wear
ihe look of beauty and absence of misery, no mairmed,
no leper, no hunchback, no tochless, no old man walk-
ing with the aid of a third leg, > dead body. no suffer-

remmenss s e

ingy of any sort stiould forrn ne gueris,
he vistls He saw nothing of e Ghicpve (40 noretoion
He was screenad o i thowe g
thes king and his morcenanes. As Ine Cnocat Wil Mmogn
ticolly meandennicg in iho s ¢

’ - f 4 i~ o b .
r:6ly of e ( 7 L0 O3 6
holdl mere sighled a e Lody Oure oF

»‘a-“,f,;,l it s r

4

tiy a nurnber of ingumars This renaored T £

Qs sonows hideou! The prince shoun oo oyl
nounca tne word in loyour of o quett one Aoy ¢
reach (or o ponaceo 1o cure and hooh 1 ot
disoases that infest the mornking G na matt inoicning
the firdd onportunity Gy the torelocy In wurs o S0Ee O
rrired rmuse the prince wert inls the raved wodd @00
nescent word the wond tnat naver rerncios Tleardy Les

the leaves of Ficus religicca ong leg of o hose Moy
(not being) was incopchie of noaudwirdang nurn 1C OG-
lieve mirage as sheel of water and Ine guiter o
conchshedl as that of shining siiver As he knew InG! 02
cease was the fingle of every numan beng he ordered
Channa Ine loya! charicleer (o dave Dack
he felt that it was beyond hus reserves of |
beyond his ccpocity ic withsland the pit oo
fife. Night fe!l. disturbed in mind overpowered
vill 1o cever fias with farmily, kinggorm

tives, privileges. Disgust. disenchantment $Goo!
meganing of earinly eristence. His wite ne

queen Yasodhara of flawiess bodily symmelry,
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o a blue-blooded righteous dnarmaopatn, Qave Duin ic
a winsome son. He consicerag it na
snare himn forever in the word inat 12 even kne!
never the same. The momen! dispassion Cresps |
time to abagicate, and adopt the lile of a mend

P .

ore o
ore more Jd

is the Mahabhinishkramana [grea! renuncia!
found it unwise ond unbearabie to be ¢!
broken up intc narrcw domest .c walls, wh

slilied. where man looke askance ¢f leflowmen wnere
ponds of igncrance replaced the sireams of pure
edge. awareness arose ik was ot his ze-
nith brilliance of a May midday. He resolved 1o rencunce
wife, just became mother of a briliont son (her to the
princedom) the scion of Sakya clan of stering virtue
The new recruit was looked upon as an u'-n—é!:ome
bond. a binding achesive impossipie 1o aissever His
heart hardened as it was ecger and impatient of see-
ing himsel! cul of the gates of the toriress His heart
though innately benevolent, compauongate. sympa-
thetic and above ¢!l a honeyed comp of impeccabie
love was not in a mood fo linger there any ionget The
purpose, the mission tor which ne incamcted prevaied,
all seemed meaningtess. tutile To tave the world he had
got lo save himself, iberate himself from the tight goiden
chains chanling. He summoned his foyal charioleer
Channa !0 bring the white sleea Xonthokg tiom the
gorgeous royal stables that very nigh! His march was

SO

¢ the sun fha!



from the finite i< the infinile, frorr darkness 1o ligni, from
death to the eiernal. The m.dnigh! benumbed and
asleep as it was in the blissiul .mbrace of Maye offercd
opportunily 1o Sidahartha fo o bis way, 1o go in search
of lighi that lights the dying wicks of man's cwareness.
the kgint that paves the way 1o deliverance, the light
thai no longar relznt: fo pamai! maon fo revert to his erst-
while oretenliovs-kinatic exslancs, the fight et never
agcrkens e chambes of oo asa, ihe light that is
ever ablage was going 10 be scught afier so that a bet-
ler man, a ixrave new viudd and a betier life may usher
in . 50 that seperstition’s cruel hand could rnol enchain
mari: so that irahonal custom might nol ¢ipple ine on-
ward march of maiching in the iight of light shed by
Buddha.

The white cornplexion of the horse Kanthaka marks
the inward purity of the heart galloping at breathtaking
speed lo quil Ihe portals of the forfress, before the pal-
ace guard awakes fo its duty The golden cage called
fortress, as though summoned and ordained by a mys-
terious power opened ils gates. The animate guards and
the inanimate gates exchanged for a while their as-
signed duties. The night's encircling gloom did nol be-
come hurdle to Kanthaka's galiop. On the other hand it
served him well, helped him oul info the fields and pas-
tures he wanted le crees and riegoliate for ine prince's
final setflement as the enlightened, the pure, the eler-
nal, the liberated. Budaha's pioneering effort had no
parailel. He is peertess and for ever a Maneeshi of un-
dimmed, everlasting iight.

Over a period of lime Siddhartha took to practising
ot the age-old course of morification of body by dis-
carding the fundamental needs of life - food and water
- as a measure of conquest over hunger and thirst. The
ascetic type of career he dallied with. He became pros-
frate, he was unable to work, to move. Occasions were
not a few when he was falling on the ground as a result
of emaciation, exercises such as fasts. 3o the other side
of ihe upanistiadic coin which prohibits rigorous sanc-
lions against physical necds and comfort found faveur
with him. He eschewed the agonising pcth of siarving
the body which is the vehicle of the aspirant for winning
the path—the path that lays bare the path of works and
penances. The fulility of ail that convention, and llegi-
cal cusiem laia for the endeavour 10 the ultimate goal
ccme to hight. Yai fvam Asi of the Chhandogya
Upanishad sappfied he aspliont with lhe clue for the
unravelmeni of the so-calied myslery fnat fiightened
manking for cenfuries o guetlion its vahdily, Going
through austeiifies was in vain Fed up wiih ine seri of
exercises he vithdraw inlo himsell 1o mediigte on Tal,
which reguires 10 crogs, no sids and no set ricnucd 10
know the in ard out of it 1His wWittun, it 5 everywnere, i s
bolh immanent and txascendsant. So his noble Tapos
yielded the fruit, the frult whase juse toriliz: the izenls
tranquilizes ths castiess, termnaias (0g doubs of Goudy
ing thomasies,
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balween man and man 10 w'urd off co.m'f!tlg :f??!hi! of
ihe society. He begged his :m;'\s from ”"C‘J‘: USe as
a waliminary step 10 vproot ¢lass, c.u;tc. 'cm:. rJlr‘,:‘nc-
fior: It was @ disguised forrm of weaning out e the
housegholder by :)bsorbing ihem in himself Tha
Vaisvanara within consumes inem.

He brought down lhe

Buocha is Avalar of PESRIEs 8 s
et mralait lanauage o the lowWoiow 2Cit o
::1(’.{"‘j,\;:’up-)d:{z;rsr;f) the inne: SigH 15”"-‘—'0.‘:",‘1’?‘ ol hie spiri
fuai diclect with the ~haritable view Ci L:J“”'Ci'ﬂg ihf; ker
ael and conent of his leachings 10 mif deorsieps ‘{f ihe
laymans braingates. The 2o<:ié-§‘,f oiihe aG?"Q'\JG-{J?-”ef??U
the novice, the lovwly in erudition w pronaunce "fus'l'v'
and comprehend Ine meaning in ifs frue :sp:r?i;ﬂ.: Od-‘
justed his highiy etnical philoscphy o ine n:’;ch an
requirements of the common man condemned and sen-

lericed fo perdition (ifelong) by a heariless colerie.

The nigh bem Sakyamuni (Buddha is kno.wn by tm:s
epithel loo) threw open the floodgates of his unguali-
fied ordar tofaciliiate entrance of ihe fallen, the harlot,
the darseuse (Amrapali), highway man and wanton
assassin of innocent men (Angulimala) the forlorn, the
sinner. Asium was liberally extended to all that repented
and wenlaway their sins by fears of remoise His tface,
his enlire enfightened frame exuded a light ord glow
that could convert a hardened highway man info ¢
devotee. lis gaze, noy his sight itsell meilowed the sur-
roundings.raugnt with offensive plots and designs.

Ny
PRI

Thought is not my cirn ic compare and conlrast the
techniques of Lord Krishna and Lord Buddha in their
Avataric plan of conecting the maladjusiments and of-
fering new code of conduct and implementation of the
ideals just fo ihe fun of it | incline myself to compare the
two said berign Avatars. Lord Krishna based his philoso-
phy on Varne and Asrarna (caste and code of duties).
Krishna prevdils on Arjuna to fight the Kauravas by vio-
lent means, as he was the son of Kshatriya the kingly
caste. End jutifies means for end was viciory of virtue
over vice, fiimph of dharma over the uniighteous. Op-
pressor has gol to be removed from the surface of earth
whalever be Ihe sitategy, tactics and means as oppres-
sion was agadinst ali cannons of law. For Krishna viclence
seemed the midwife of an era pregnant with a new era.

(Te be continued)

REPORT ON VH: WEALTH & COMMUNITY
EVELOPNENT ‘ROGRAMMES
--Shii D.D. Frasada Rao
tre Cificer-Sankar Fourdation
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17-12-1799 . CME Programme

D NV RPamana Murthy, Head of Department of
Faediclics gave a leciure o ‘Cliniza!l Examin~ lors"
at the CME Programme coricuciad at found=iens Hos-
pitci for Womaen & Chile,

20-12-1999  Eye & Gynaan Camp ol Bailapud:

A free Eye & Gynaec Camp was conducted at
Bailaoudi Village sponsored bv Intfegrated Rural Cevel-
opment Sociely. The Eye Comp team was headed by
Dr. G 5.R. Anjaneyulu. 141 palients have beer screened
and 2C patients selecled tor Cataract Swrgery. In the
Gynaec Camp headed by Dr. S. Krishna NMurthy, 109
patients have been screened and 18 paliznts have
been referred 1o Foundalion’s Yaman & Chi‘-‘,".‘lcspiﬁal
for further ccurse of freatment,

10-1-2000 : Eys Camp a! Venkaleswarcmeatia

A free Eye Camp was conducted at
Venkaieswqrqmelfc:, Allipuram, Visakhopatpam spon-
sored oy Dr. Chakravorthy, Ex-Joinl Secretary, Maia
Telugu Yuvata. A function was organised whiz was pre-
sided over by Shri K. Gangi Reddiy, Chairman, VUDA who
spoke very highly about the cclivities and sarvices of
Sankar Foundation fo the poor. Shri K, Hori Sabu, MLA
and Smt. Pinninti Varolokshmi, MLA, have atiended as
guests of honour. Dr. S. Narayana Raje, DFM, DRCS por-
licipated in the function.

The Eye Camp team was hecded by Dr Y.R.P Yelai
Rao. 190 patienis have been screer«4 15 patients se

-

lected for Calaract Surgery.

23-1-2000 : CME Programme v

Dr. N.V. Ranmana Murthy, Hecd of Department of
Paediatrics gave a lecture on “Mother's Orientation r<-
garding advantages of Breast Feeding” at Sankar Foun-
dation Hospital for Woman & Child.

24-1-2000 : Ey2 Camp o Anakapalli

A free Eye Camp was conducled al Nudurupati
Varahalagiri Kalyana Mcndaparn, Chinnaveedh,
Anakapalli sponsored by Jagan Mittamandali. Shri
Konathala Jagan, President Consumer Promaotion Council
presided over the function. Dr. S. Narayana Raju, DPM,
DBCS attended as Chief Guest. 415 palients have been
screened and 67 palients selected for Calaiact Surgery.

26-1-2000 : Eye Camp at Peddagollalapalem

A free Eye Camp was conducted al Pedda-
gollalapalem sponsored by Andhra Universily. 67 pa-
tients were screened and 4 paiients selected for Cata-
ract Surgey.

First Anniversary of Sankar Fouadation Free Hospital
for Woman & Child
The Anniversary function of Woman & Child Hospital
was held on 11-12-99 in the hospital premises al
Srinivasanagar, Simhachalam. The function vas presided
over by Shri Challa Sivasankaram, Trustee.
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Dr §. Narayarc Roju Distict Programme Manager,
D3CS has also praised the services of the doclers and
staff. Dr. M.G. Ittikgr Ahomed Disincl Medical & Heaglth
Officer who aliznded as Chief Guest in his cddress
siated tha! the "service 1o hurnenily is tervice ¢ God™,

Dr. N. Rukmini, Chirf Gynoecalogist and Dr. N.V.
Romana Murthy, Paediotrician whe spok2 on the ccceo-
sion have given the nature of reatment surgerec and
the 1aclities that are available in the hospilal

Smt. A. Yesedha Sankar Roo, Trustee gave away the
memenloes fo the doclors and the staff members,

Cainp on Safe Motherhood and Healihy Child

The Sankar Foundation and Rotory Club of Visaknap-
alncm jointly organised ¢ “Safe Motherhcod and Haalthy
Child Camp” at the Feundatien's Womanr: & Child Hospi-
tal on 22.12.1999. The meeting organised o mark the
occasion was attended by Bhagawan thurani President
of the Rotary Ciub and shri A Sankci Fao. Managing
Trustee of Sarkar Foundetion i M. Suedhir Bobu, Ro-
fary District Govemor whe atended in2 function as the
Chief Guest inougurated the comp by Ighting ¢ lamp.

In his address Shri M. Sudhir Babu announced that
Rotary Club would share 50% i the cost of Argon Laser
which is priced at US § 46000 o Scnkcr Feundation to
serve the patients in the area of diabetic retinopathy
He olso said thal whenever the Fourdation comes foi-
ward with sperifiz proposals far treatng the poor po-
Fents, he will be recdy to give a matching grant.

Shri A, 3ankar Rao, thanked the Govemor for his gen-
erous gesture of announcamert of US § 23000 as mateh-
ing grant to Sankar Four 3 -fion for buying the Loser Beam
Machine (Argon Loseq).

Dr. . Rukmini, Gyraecuicgist exclained in detail
about the Safe Molherhend ond troubles being foced
by innocent rural and illiterate woman ard precautions
1o be taken by the social orqanisations o eradicate the
ills in society.

Dr. N.V. Ramano Murthy, paediatrician spoke on
Healthy Child. Shri D.D. Prasada Ras Administrative OI-
ficer of Sonkar Foundation pronosed vole of thanks.

In the Safe Motherhcod and Heoithy Child camp

about 100 women and about 6Q children have partici-
pated to the satisfaction of the orgon'sers.

NRI DOCTOR'S GESTURE

Dr. Prayoga M. Krishna, an NR| Doctor hailing trom
Visakahapatnam and now working in Norway as a Pain
Specialist, has donated Rs. 1.00 Lakh to Sankar Foun-
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dation a noted service organisation in the districts of
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Felicitation to Sri R. Sampath
North Ceoastal Andhra on the occasion of his 60th birth-

da Y

Foundation while thanking the donor hopcd thal similar
gesiures from other generous and philanthropic people

would greaily help in strengthening the Foundation in
carnying-cui its free services,

3
i

Centre for Policy Studies and Sankar Foundation fe-

Shri A Sankar Rao, Managing Truslee of the Sankar  licitated Sri R. Sampath, Special Correspondent 'The

Sri Sampath and his wife.

UST PRESENTS

MASTER M.N. AWARD TO SANKAR FOUNDATION

Sri K. Parvathi Kumar, International Chairman of World Teacher Trust
presented the Citalion (reproduced belcw) and the Award to Smt. and Sri A. Sankar Rao
on Januery 12, 2000 during the Gurupuja Celebrations at Simhachalam

" CITATION

Dear and Respected Sri A. Sankar Rao garuy,

WORLD TEACHER TR

We, The World Teacher Trust Brolhethood deem it a privilege fo honor Sankar Foundation for the significant

* social welfare measures caried oul. The World Teacher Trust stands for service fo society and appreciates such

- service done substantially in silence. The service and sacrifice that
i been demonsiraling is of g

you and your esteemed organisalion have
real value lo us in particulor and to the society in general. We find in you the ability

i to bring together varied skills and utilize such skills and resources for Ihe bellerment of human life. Your commit-

. men! and dedicalion 1o help ihe less torlunate withoul an
i aclivity. Your Foundation be

. cantly
¢ name of Master M.N. Mas!

y hesilalion inspires many to plunge info service

came a force of service in and around Visakhapatnam.

Masier MN. Award is presenied by the World Teacher Trust to social and cultural organizations that signifi-
centiibule 1o social wellare. We deem it our humble duty to recognize your meritorious services in the

er MIN. was a greal seer in modern envelope and conducted yeoman services in

. he palh of Yoga wilh utter simplicily and secrecy. We deem it appropriate that we present the award 1o you on

. tnis 121h Day of Jaunary 2000 in the 39ih Guru Pooja Celebrations in the name of Master M.N. May the Master *
~ bless you for further service in silence and in simplicity.

Sincerely yours,
For THE WORLD TEACHER TRUST

K. PARVATHI KUMAR

Hon. International Chairman

TN A N Gl RO CUOR RRT MNGA NNNAG MowMn GRGO OD N GO ek waen mden N s

Hindu' on January 241h, 2000 on his Shastiabdapoorthi.
SriD.V. Subba Rao, Ex-Mayor, Sri R. Seela Rama Rao, |.G.
of Palice, Sri C. Sivasankaram, Sri Perala Bharata Sarma
and 5ri A. Sankar Rao were among those who felicitated
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CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES T
(Soudaminl, 10-50-19, Siripuram, Visakhapatnam 530 003)

Pairons : Shri C. Sivasankaram Shri A.S. Raja

Shri Abid Hussain Shri M. Ramdas Shri C. Hanumantha Rao

Shri K. Sivananda Murly Shri A. Sankara Rao Shri RV. Ramanaioh Raja

Dr. M. Gopalakrisna Reddy Smi. A. Yesoda

Shri V. Seetaramaiah
Prof. K.V. Ramana
Prof. K.C. Reddy

Prof. B. Sarveswara Rao ¢ .
Prof. RVR. Chandrasekhara koo ~dVisory Board :

Dr. B. Swamy Shri D.Ch. Tirupathi Raju
Trustees : Shri T. Vedantam Shri Kasim Mehdi
Shri K. Parvali Kumar Prof. T. Shivaji Rao Shri K. Sridharan
Shri D.V. Subba Rao Dr. (Mrs.) B. Swarajya Lakshmi Shri M. Varahalu Chetty
Dr. A. Prasanna Kumar (Director) Mrs. D. Saraswati Devi Shri K.S. Sastry
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